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Fee regulations from 1 January 2023  Sideioen

A) The joining fee for new members is EUR 10 including the statutory value added tax.

B) Membership fee

The annual membership fees must be paid for the duration of the ongoing membership. They are determined
in accordance with the explanations in B and C. Unless a lower assessment basis is proven or credibly demon-
strated, the previous year’s fee shall be applied.

In the event of married couples and registered civil partners who are jointly assessed, the income is added up. It
is also required that both spouses/civil partners are members; in this case, only one membership fee shall be
charged.

The membership fee is scaled according to a fee assessment basis, which comprises all taxable and tax-free
income or - if the income is not known - any income other than social benefits. Examples of these include:

1) Annual gross wages or pension benefits in accordance with the annual wage statement, including other re-
muneration in accordance with Section 24 No. 1 a or b EStG (income tax law) plus any tax-free allowances,
expenses and travel allowances paid by the employer,

compensation for expenses (tax-free earnings from federal or state treasuries) in accordance with Section
3 No. 12 EStG,

income from secondary employment Section 3 No 26, 26 a or 26 b EStG (training supervisors, instruc-
tors, teachers, carers in the service or on behalf of an authority or non-profit organisation),

wage replacement benefits in accordance with Section 32 b EStG (unemployment benefit |, sick pay,
etc.).

2) Income from

taxable or tax-free foreign income or earnings, such as e.g. wages, foreign pensions, etc.,

taxable or tax-free pensions, maintenance payments, permanent expenses,

the letting and leasing of undeveloped or developed land and income from shareholdings from letting and
leasing (see Section 21 Para. 1 Nos. 1-3 EStG),

capital assets (interest, dividends, etc.), even in the event of retaining capital gains tax,

private sales transactions for land or parts of land,

child benefit for adult children.

Fee level Fee assessment basis Total fee
including the statutory
VAT
from EUR up to EUR EUR
1 up to 10,000 39.00
(D) 2 10,001 - 15,000 76.00
C_U 3 15,001 - 20,000 104.00
O 4 20,001 - 30,000 126.00
7)) 5 30,001 - 40,000 152.00
b 6 40,001 - 50,000 177.00
Q 7 50,001 - 60,000 205.00
LL 8 60,001 - 70,000 220.00
9 70,001 - 80,000 234.00
10 80,001 - 90,000 273.00
11 90,001 - 100,000 327.00
12 more 100,000 385.00
than

C) Adjustment of the fee levels in special cases

Certain factors may increase the membership fee. The fee increases by a maximum of four levels.

The fee increases

- by one level in the event of ownership of land, buildings or parts of buildings.

- by one level in the event of income from letting and leasing undeveloped land, including undeveloped areas.
- by three further levels for income or earnings from letting or leasing developed land or parts of land.

D) Services rendered by the association within the meaning of Section 3 (3) of the statute and only be used after
payment of the respective annual fee.
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E) In accordance with the statute, fees are paid if a receipt has been issued by the advisor. In action taken to
obtain late payments, the fee claim is based on the last fee level charged.

F) In the event of joining retroactively, the membership fee shall be charged for the period in the past that would
have been charged if membership had already existed.

G) If the member has been granted a reduced membership fee due to joining as part of a special offer, this re-
duced membership fee is only valid for the first year. The member will be required to pay the standard
membership amount for the following calendar year, which is based on the contribution scale. If the member has
not provided the association with the necessary information for calculating the basis for contributions, the maxi-
mum amount according to contribution level 12 will be payable.

Calculation examples for the fee regulations from 1 January 2023

Example 1:

Member A, married with two children aged six and nine for whom he receives child benefit, receives
child benefit amounting to € 5,256 (€ 219 per child per month) in addition to a wage of € 14,500 and has no other
income.

The fee assessment basis is € 14,500 = fee level 2. The child benefit does not affect the fee since the children are
sill minors. This means that the membership fee payable is € 76.

Example 2:

Member B is the owner of a recently purchased detached house, partly rented out for residential purposes. They
receives a salary of € 35,000 and income of € 4,800 from the rent.

The fee assessment basis is € 39,800-> fee level 5. Since B is a property owner,
the fee increases by one level = fee level 6. The income from rent increases the fee by another three levels = fee
level 9, meaning that a membership fee of € 234 is due.

Example 3:

Member C receives tax-free allowances of € 1000 from their employer in addition to his wage of € 35,000. Further-
more, their income from capital assets (interest) amounts to € 2,500. They also receive child benefit for both of their
adult children amounting to € 5,256 (219 € per child per month).

The fee assessment basis for C amounts to (€ 35,000 + € 1,000 + € 2,500 + € 5,256 =)
€ 43,756 = fee level 6. The membership fee payable is € 177.

Example 4:

Member D is an employee with an annual gross wage of € 39,400 and has repair costs for their rented accommo-
dation, from which they can deduct € 1,800 labour costs as a housing-related service.

The fee assessment basis for D is € 39,400 = fee level 5, meaning that a membership fee of € 152 is due.

Example 5:

Member E is accepted as a new VHL member for 2023. They can have their tax return for 2022 and 2021 pre-
pared. In 2022, they had a wage of € 25,800; in 2019, they had a wage of € 19,000, was then unemployed and still
received unemployment benefits of € 1,500.

The fee assessment basis for E is € 25,800 for the 2023 fee and (€ 19,000 + € 1,500 =) € 20,500 for the 2022 fee
=>» fee level 4 in each case.

In addition to the one-off joining fee of € 10, this results in a membership fee of € 126 for
2023. For 2022, E will pay € 119 according to the fee regulations valid at this time. Therefore, the total membership
fee for both years, including joining fee, is (€ 10 + € 126 + € 119 =) € 255.
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